ABSTRACT 


In accordance with the invention, a variable optical delay line with a large continuous 
tuning range comprises an incremental variable delay line to provide delay selected from a 
sequence of incrementally differing delays and a continuous variable delay line to provide a 
continuously variable delay over a range encompassing a delay increment in the first variable 
delay line. In a preferred embodiment, the first variable delay line comprises an array of delay 
paths where each path is curved differently from the others to provide an incrementally different 
delay. The second variable delay line is a tunable delay path continuously tunable over the delay 
increment of the first. 


